
Porterhouse Records. The making of the "Fire of Love" album , 2014 vinyl reissue 

http://www.porterhouserecords.com/store/gun_club/fireOfLove.html.  

 

From Porterhouse Records Facebook page, August 2014: 

 

We started with a trip to the top secret Warner Bros. vault deep in the heart of the San Fernando 

Valley. There we retrieved the original "Fire of Love" 1/4 stereo master tapes! The spine markings 

denote the tape's archival filing status in the Warner system. 
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Side One. Original Tape Box 
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Side Two. Original Tape Box 
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Side One. Note the original sequence on the tape box which was crossed out and then the final album 

sequence was written below that! 
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Side Two. Here we see that the album was also re-sequenced before going into initial production. The 

sequence chance may have happened at the 11th hour as the band and label tried to make a decision 

on how to best balance the presentation of the recordings. Sequencing is an overlooked art that can 

really hurt a record if not done correctly. 
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You never know what you'll find in original tape boxes. In the Gun Club boxes we found these notes. 

They are the original liner notes to be transcribed into the album artwork. This may have been typed 

on a typewriter by Jeffrey Lee Pierce himself. This was an astounding find!!!  

 

Note that the album appears to have been called "The Gun Club" at this point not "Fire of Love"!!!! 
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The flip side to the typed liner notes! Original Slash Records letterhead! 
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Within the boxes we found what appear to be the original mastering notes from the initial vinyl 

pressing of "Fire of Love." Looks like Greek if you don't know what you are looking for. 
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Also contained in the boxes were the Warner Bros. mastering notes. These are dated 1983 so this 

would be from the second pressing of the title now as a Warner Bros. distributed release. 
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Master tapes were baked at low temperature in an small electric oven overnight. This process firms up 

the metal oxide particles on the tape and ensures it will not begin to "shed" (flake off) when it is 

placed on the tape machine for playback. Our baking job was perfect and the master tapes were in 

fantastic shape! Here they are placed on the tape machine for the first time in many, many years! 
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Once we dialled in equalization and dynamics on the master tapes we moved on to cut a test acetate in 

real time. We simply used a scrap piece of acetate that was laying around and carved the first side so 

we could listen to the results. Here the Neumann cutter is doing its thing. The hose in the center 

provides air suction to the cutting table. This makes the acetate disc sit absolutely flat while the 

cutting takes place. The cuttings are vacuumed up behind the cutter head and deposited into a cylinder 

filled with water. The cuttings are VERY hot when they come off the cutter head. In our session we 

actually blew up the right channel of the cutter head due to massive dynamics at the end of the first 

side of the record. We had to delay doing the final cut while the cutter head was repaired. 
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Once the test acetate was cut we inspected the quality of the cut by microscope. You can see every 

single groove this way and judge if the grooves are the right distance apart. 

 

 
 

 

 

 


